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well reconciled to him, that JEfop became 
fomewhat of a favourite. 

Some time after this, Xanthus took jEJop 
with him to a gardener’s to buy herbs, when 
the gardener defired the philofcpher to inform 
him why thofe plants that fprung up of their 
own accord, grew fo much falter than thofe he 
planted ? Xanthus could give no better an- 
fwer, than that providence would have it fo, 
which not being fatisfa&ory to the man, 
and feeing JEfop fmile, he told the gardener, 
.with a fupercilious air, that it was beneath a 
philofopher to bufy his head about fuch trifles, 
and that, if he had a mind to be informed, 
he would do well to alk his Jla-ve ; upon this 
the gardener applied himfelf to JEfop , who 
gave him this anfwer, “ The earth a&s in 
X the nature of a mother, with regard to the 
“ things fhe brings forth herfelf, and as a 
“ Hep-mother only, with regard to what Die is 
“ obliged to raife by the aMance of others. 
“ It is no wonder therefore, that Ihe fhould 
€t take moft care of her own children.” The 
gardener was fo pleafed with this reply, that 
he would take nothing for his herbs, and 
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